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PTUC: The Exhibition

The first version of Peterborough Trades Union Council was formed in
1872 with Mr Carter as President. The 1870s was a time when the trade
union movement in Peterborough was growing in strength and the High
Bailiff of the County Council, Benjamin Taylor, was the driving force
behind much of this growth. As President of the new Peterborough and
District Agricultural Labourers Union, Taylor led an organisation which
rivalled Joseph Arch’s National Union of Agricultural Labourers. He was
also the election agent for Peterborough’s first working class
parliamentary candidate, George Potter. Potter was a trade unionist,
delegate to London Trades Union Council from the builders’ union and
editor of The Beehive newspaper.

Peterborough’s trades council did not achieve much during the 1870s
and soon folded. The organisation was reconstituted as Peterborough
Trades and Labour Council in 1898/99 during the period know as ‘New
Unionism’ when small craft unions joined together to become super-
unions.

There were approximately 400 trade union bodies similar to PTUC in
major towns and cities across Britain at the beginning of the 1900s.
PTUC has been a constantly active body ever since, taking part in
Peterborough’s most important industrial, political and civic moments
during the twentieth century and beyond.

PTUC is still an active body in Peterborough today. As a collective of
delegates from different trade unions in Peterborough it campaigns on
local and national industrial, political and civic matters. It currently has
delegates from local branches of PCS, UNISON, UNITE, NEU, NASUWT
and TSSA.

This exhibition highlights some aspects of PTUC’s activities based on the
research of Dr Hazel Perry. Dr Perry’s 2022 PhD Peterborough Trades
Union Council 1899-1979: A Forgotten Arena for Working Class Politics,
was in turn inspired by former PTUC President, Tom Browning who
began collating the organisation’s history in the 1990s. Peterborough
Local Archives Service holds the Tom Browning Archive, and other
records relating to PTUC are held in the TUC archives at London
Metropolitan University and the University of Warwick.



PTUC: Like Barnham and Bailey’s!

A meeting was held at the Bedford Hotel in Queen Street, Peterborough, in
October 1898 to discuss the possibility of forming a trades council. The meeting
was chaired by Liberal Councillor Walter Riseley, the owner of a tailor’s shop on
Westgate. Herbert Charles Parkinson, a sighalman from the Great Northern

Railway, acted as secretary.
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Paterborough.

Parkinson was a member of the Amalgamated Association of Railway Servants
(ASRS). Union representatives attended the October meeting (as reported in the
Peterborough Advertiser, 22 October 1898) from the

Amalgamated Society of Engineers
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners
Operative Society of Bricklayers
Operative Society of Boilermakers
Operative Society of Basketmakers
Operative Society of Coachbuilders
Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants

A. C. Taylor, seczetary to the Inn A

had kindly attcaded at the invitation of Mr. Park-
snsmrnd and explained extracts [rom

the rules of the Wmﬂi:ghthenppoﬁac-
ment of Governora. It transpi that for every
poand coatributed three ' letters of recommenda-
sion "' were issued.—Mr. Parkinson expressed
that ander the new arrangement the
working-men of the City were obtaining s sharc
in tho mansgement of an institution mm whose
government and welfarc they were so intimately
interested.—Mr. Taylor was thanked for his at-

The very first activity carried
out by the new trades council
was to put forward the names
of trade unionists to join the
committee of Peterborough
Infirmary (the Infirmary located
in the building that is now
Peterborough Museum and Art
Gallery). Alfred Caleb Taylor,

tendance and withdrew. secretary of that committee,
actually attended the meeting.
It was PTUC’s first civic act.
One enthusiastic AMah’ANMO0 Ml SRIIDEN
up the intentions of the wwrions seciclies in the
m?“ ntterance : * 'We mean to go

ahead, liko and Bsiley's.”



PTUC
Wnat A Carnepran City ReQUIRED.

Another meeting took place in November 1898 to discuss the finer details of
setting up a trades council. The meeting was attended by representatives from
the same unions who attended the previous one, plus members of the
Postmen’s Federation. The meeting was reported in the Peterborough
Advertiser, 9 November 1898. Riseley took the chair again and Parkinson acted
as secretary. Also at the meeting was George Green, a signalman from the East
Midlands Railway and secretary of Leicester Trades Council, who came to give
advice.

Liberal Councillor Richard
AL The ouiset, a lotter was read from My, Vinfrey senthis apologies
Wilifﬂmy. 'mt;rhirh he regrel tlled 'fhlﬂil'lj'uyinle“ for not attending the
al ng Sution ]lﬁt‘(‘lllt'l linl u g 18 meeting. Winfre as also
I'-rumiaa to be with them that afternoon. But h ! bgl' hl rfy;/]v
ve was heartily in sympathy with the propesal th€ publisheroftne
lg form a Tr:ln.tlaju Cou'iﬁ“i nntL he l:.mlbecl thnlt. Peterborough Advertiser
the power which would be obtain Yy sue
a hody would be wisely and skillfully used for newsp.aper. The trafjes
the progress of Trades Union principles. council was attracting some

people of importance.

PTUC was officially constituted on 1 January 1899. All the previous unions
along with the Cooperative Union were in attendance at the first formal
meeting. James Carr from the Cooperative Union was elected as the first
official president and Parkinson became the official secretary.

Although many
unions were involved
in founding PTUC, the

ASRS had a large
number of delegates
in the early years of

its formation. The

ASRS became the

NUR in 1913 and later
the RMT.
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PTUC Manifesto
Published in the Peterborough Advertiser on 12 November 1898



PTUC in the 1900s

1901
PTUC campaigned for a Fair Wage Clause to be included in contracts to
provide work for the Municipal Council. The municipal council agreed to
implement such a clause in 1899 but it was not enacted properly. This
became a campaigning issue when the contract to provide boilers for the
new power station at Albert Place was given to a company from
Wolverhampton. PTUC believed the contractor was paying under the union
wage and Will Thorne, Secretary of the National Union of Gas Workers and
General Labourers Union helped PTUC in their campaign for fair wages.

1903
PTUC delegates made unsuccessful attempts in elections for the Municipal
Council and Board of Guardians Committee.

1905
PTUC published a ‘municipal programme’ in the year’s annual report which
included: a rigid adherence to the Fair Wage Clause and full trade union
recognition at the municipal council; public ownership of the local gas and
electricity companies, and tramways with low fares for workers; slaughter
houses to be put into public ownership and one built at the cattle market;
erection of a city refuse destructor; compulsory purchase of vacant land
for public welfare; working class men to be appointed as Magistrates; to ban
Public Officers earing a salary of max. £200 annually from taking on any
other paid work.

1907
PTUC delegate George Samuel Palmer was elected to Cambridgeshire
County Council and served for 18 years.

1909
PTUC condemned enlistment into the Territorial Army being made a
condition of employment; the railway delegation from PTUC withdrew due
to the Osbourne judgement; PTUC protested the visit of the Russian Czar to
Britain; PTUC President, Sam Digby attended an enquiry at the Workhouse
over the 'scandalous treatment' of inmates.




PTUC:

PETERBORO’
TRADES
PARADE.

BIG PROCESSION ON A
BRILLIANT AFTERNOON.

Tre Inponraxce or Usity.

The Peterborough Trades and Labour Coun-
cil has more than justified its existencs on
one or two recent occasions, and it gave a
voluntary display indiealive of its import-
ance and far-reaching influence on Sunday
afternoon, when its members paraded bebind
bands and banners galore.

The funclion was in aid of Lhe Peterborough
Infirmary and Nursing Association.

The procession was divided into two see-
tions, o that as extensive a routs as possible
was covered. No. 1 procession left the
Triangle, New England, the headguariers of
No. | Branch of the Amalgamated Sn:-ic!lf of
Railway Servants, at 130, Tt was hemded by
tha handsome banner of the Awalgamated
Sociely of Engineers. Then followed the
Borough Band, the A.S.RE.S. banner, the
Parcit. Band. ‘we Taflonw’ VUmon, Jloiler-
makers, ete. Tha route taken was via the
{1.N. Houses io the Crown, where a short stap
was made, thence up Lincoln Koad, Tavern-
er's Road, Gladstone Strest, Russell Street,
Borooghbury, and Wesigate, to the corner of
Broadway. The banner of the New England
seciion of the 8t. John Ambulancs brought
un the rear.

Fundraising Parades
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up the rear.
No. 2 procession also left the Royal Oak,
Fletton, at 1.50. The Operative Bricklayors'

*Soviely banner was borne in front: then fol-

lowed in order the New England Temperance
Band, the A.S.R.S. banner, the Town Band,
the Carpeniers and Joiners, Basketmakers,
Co-operative cmployes, coachmakers, ele.
These marched by way of Oundle Road,
Cemetery Hoad, Palmerston Read, Orchard
Strect, Silver Strzet, London Road, BHridge
Street. and Long Causeway..

At this point the two sections amalgama-
ted, and proceeded by Midgate to tha Recrea-
tion ground, where each band gove a musicul
selection. A collection was made along tha
line of route and at the concerl, and the ap-
peals of those in charge of the box2s met with
a liberal response. _

The mecting in the Recreation Ground did
not sfart till nearly four o'clock, and was
necessarily curtailed. The speaking was doue
from a waggonette, the banners being grouped
at the back in th» semi-circular order char-
acteristic of Hyde Park parades. There was
a large crowd i the ficld, and the bright
colours of the dresses harmonised with the
brilliant hoes of the official =sashes, while the
sheen of the bauners was dazzling in the
strong sunlight.

Mr. John Secker took the chair, and opened
the procecdings with a characteristic speech,
in which he alluded to the attitude of religi-
ous ies towards such a movement as the
onm in which the several societies were that
afternoon engaged. He thought it was an
eminently useful and theoroughly chrnistian
wark, and one with which any religious or-
ganisation might be proud to be associated.
The reason some people indul in crilicism
waa becavse they were not sufficiently in sym-

“hy ‘wi't‘h'Nutl.Er?I‘u lnv.m._
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game connection were made
by Rev. .. C. Frew and Mr. Black (A.5.F).
The hranch secretaries were held responsible
for the marshalling of tha several conting-

Tea was provided at the Bedford later in

The whole of the bandsmen gave their ser-

PRELMY WILLE NPLUrE 3 3w,

Mr. J. Dabson followed with a brief address
on “The Need of Unity among all Workers.""
He guoted at thz outset Mazzini's dictum,
*Association is the law of progress,” and
said that unity was essential to the well-heing
of all classes. Nothing truly great could be
accomplished unless minor differences and
prejudices were sunk, and all factions were
joined in one bond of unity. If workers were
desirous of obtaining reforms, it was first
necessary to have associntion. The men who
sought Yo wbtain concessions VWndividually
would find hat they would reccive scant con-
sidaration at the hands of Capital. Time
and in has this been proved to be the case.
In order that the just claims of the workers
could 2 upon the consideration of
those hy whom those claims should bhe conce
ded in the natural and just order of things,
it was essential that there should b: com-
bination among those who formulated the
demands. That was the only way in which
Labour could approach Capital. Without
unity among themselves, ths workers would
receive no recognilion. A threefold cord was
not quickly broken. One stick was easily
snapp>d across the knee, but the entire bun-
dla resisted the utmost efforts. The speaker

| culogised the promoters of the Trades Coun-

eil in Peterborough, and wished the orgunisa-
tion every success. [t anpeared to have every
bright prospect, and he was convinced that
if ite efforts were properly and judiciously
directad. ita establishment in the city woul

be productive of much good. Speaking of the
immadiate objects of the day's parade, Mr.
Dobson characterised ths Infirmary and Nur-
sing Association as two grand institutions.
They were worthy of support of every work-
ing-man—in fact it was the duty of every
working-man to extend that support. Ha
might have to deny himself his pine or glass,
but he would bave ihe satisfaction of feeling
more manly for having performed a kind and
Christian duly. Going further, if the Chris-
tianily of England were what it ought to be.
there would no necessity for private and
voluntary support to b2 extended to hespitals,
Everyone who was too poor to obtain medical
nssistance when over‘aken by illness, or who
met with an accident, should have a right to
demand tha assistance of the State. It was
the duty of the nation, in a national sense,
to suppord the hospitals.

Hemnrks in tha daame sannestinn wars smo.da

e —

From 1899-1904 PTUC organised annual parades of trade unionists with

banners and brass bands, to raise funds for Peterborough Infirmary and

the Florence Saunders Nursing Association. This parade was reported in
the Peterborough Advertiser, 6 September 1899. The parades ended

when Florence died in 1904.




PTUC in the 1910s

191

County Council pressed to insert trade union rates into all tendering
contracts.

=

1913
By now, PTUC represented 3,000 trade unionists in Peterborough;
strike marchers from the Black Country (Chainmakers) passed through
the city and a local farmer lent bales of hay for them to sleep on. PTUC
protested to Lloyd George for raising Plimsoll lines on ships.

1914
PTUC was first recognised as an authoritative body by the Municipal
Council when 8 delegates were invited to sit on the Mayor's War
Committee; deputation sent to Werner, Pfleiderer and Perkins (Baker
Perkins) regarding making it a union 'closed shop.'

1915
PTUC took on a campaign for increasing Old Age Pensions; H. W. Kelley
elected as PTUC secretary; the first PTUC band was formed with a loan
of £165 from Baker Perkins for instruments; Margaret Bondfield spoke
ata PTUC meeting.

1916
PTUC affiliated to the Railway Nationalisation Society and the
Northamptonshire Federation of Trades Councils.

1918
PTUC formed Peterborough Labour Party; delegates also organised a
fete and gala to raise money for a new X-ray machine at the hospital,
making £51 in the process.

1919
Election successes when PTUC delegate George Green was elected
unopposed to the County Council, while two others, Charles Leonard
Fletcher and George Samuel Palmer were the first PTUC delegates
elected as Labour Party Councillors, to the Municipal Council.




PTUC: Women and TU Dynasties (1)

Prior to the 1970s, women were under represented in trade unions due to
their employment status and the marriage bar. Women who were delegates to
PTUC were often influenced by close family who were active trade unionists
but gave up their positions when they were married.
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Mr. Spadrey Hart, JJF.,
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Although Mary McArthur and
Margaret Bondfield of the
Federation of Women Workers
attended PTUC several times
to advise on women and war
work during the First World
War, the first woman delegate
to PTUC was Mary Hart in
1925.

This information was not easy
to find. The only brief mention
in the press related to an
article about her husband,
Sydney Hart (which appeared
in the Peterborough Citizen
and Advertiser, Jan 18, 1955).

Mary was co-opted onto PTUC
from the ASLEF Women’s
Section (a group for railway
workers’ wives and daughters)
to take up a seat on the
Women’s Committee at
Peterborough Labour
Exchange

Mary and Sydney’s daughter, Norah Hart, also became an active trade
unionist. She worked in the wages department of Baker Perkins in the
1940s and was secretary of the local branch of the Clerical and
Administrative Workers Union; she was also PTUC minutes secretary.
Norah married into the Hall family, another dynasty in the local post-war

trade union movement.



PTUC: Women and TU Dynasties (2)

The Palmer Benstead’s were another set of trade
unionists where women were staunch trade unionists
alongside their husband’s and parents.

Kate Palmer and Gladys Benstead (nee Palmer) were
prominent members of the local NUR Women’s Guild

branch in the 1920s. The branch was founded in 1895 by

Lizzie Parkinson (among others). Lizzie’s husband was
Herbert Charles Parkinson, first PTUC secretary.

LADY BENSTEAD TO
BE NEXT MAYOR

Daughter will be Mayoress

irmmmudmnmumt third woman Jmmmmm.;élmrl’lh
\‘ mlayor of Peterbarough on

v meddwsrs @O

May 33, her 24- Lm-ml::;rl:l'lhltw

cil, mElEnlnE Lo favoar
Winlfred, will beoome the wm

K M. Palmsr and
e Benstend  Eeecias

year-old dmughter,

youngest Mayoress in the city's hisiory. ——

Wiz Bemstend of | Reminnted the kayor for JPa in
wmmuﬁﬁm&ﬂ‘mm 1934, and the Camily recond |g
wil] aisn be the third weessn| When Lady Benstead jnined Became umigue 5 when |§
In her family 1o wear the|the elby comncl 'm, SPR TR inaed to the Commission. |§
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| G.N.R. outside London. She
i| was an N.U.R. member of the
=|cmrmul.tee which negotiated

wages and conditions for

women clerks, and was the
| first president (1927-30) of the
C Midland Distriet Council of
I N.URE. Women's Guilds.

During the war she served
on the Standing Jolnt Com-
" mittee of Working Women's

Organisations, and from this|,

went on to the Fuel Advisory
Commiillee which, under Sir

; MISS BENSTEAD

L1."||"i!lnm‘|. inow Lordy Bever-

idge, instituted fuel rationing.
' She has been & member of
the Labour party for many
I vears, being a former secre-
' tary of the local party, of
wl'?ch she is now an executive
commitiee member.
Miss Benstead. who will
celebrate her 25th birthday

before mayvor-making, went to|

the Counity Grammar School,
and then to Leicester Domes-
tic Science Training Eﬂl]rﬁ:ﬁ
For a vear she trained at the
Middlesex Hospital,
taking a two-vear course in
dielelics at
firmary, Edinburgh.

She gained her diploma last
May., and shortly nig:imfnirds
- was appolnted group dietitian
to the Southampton Hospital
Management Commitiee,

¢+ She intends to resign this
® posi to enable her to fufil her
i'-:lu:.':es a5 Mavoress.

-

[ o

-

Three generations of Palmer Benstead women were involved in the labour
movement in Peterborough as seen in the above article published in the
Peterborough Advertiser, 1 March 1955.
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PTUC in the 1920s

1920
PTUC affiliated to the Workers Educational Association; sent a deputation
to the Municipal Council re: direct labour for building houses.

1921
PTUC started a campaign for firemen to live closer to the station after a
serious fire in Midgate. They also held a collection for the victims; the
Bishop of Peterborough addressed a PTUC on the subject of 'The Church
in Relation to Trade Unionism.'

1923
PTUC had an affiliated membership of 5818.

1925
PTUC delegates drew up plans for Council Housing and presented them to
the Municipal Council; the first Woman delegate to join PTUC was Mary
Hart from ASLEF Women's Section.

1926
PTUC acted as the city's main strike committee during the 9 day General
Strike, under secretary Percy Woodall from the Typographical
Association.

1928
PTUC assisted members of the Workers Union in the 12 week strike at
Kemil Limited's Celta Artifical Silk Mill in Fletton.
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Photograph of the
PTUC band banner
during a street
collection for the
British Red Cross and
St John Ambulance in
1915
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PTUC: 1926 General Strike

Over 9 days in May 1926 the only
official General Strike of the
twentieth century took place in

Britain. In Peterborough, PTUC took

charge as the city’s main strike
committee, as seen in these
documents from the Trade Union
History website, The Union Makes
Us Strong.

The strike was called in support of
industrial action by coal miners.
Strike committees were putin
charge of propaganda, the
movement of food and goods, and

the orderly conduct of strikers.

i P&f‘crborough and District Trades and Labour Coundil.

General Becralar
P. WOODALL.,
52 Harris Streer

-------
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The TUC took groups of workers out on
strike in waves. Transport workers went

first causing the almost complete shut

down of railways across the country,
including Peterborough. But the
government fought back recruiting non-
unionised volunteers to drive trains and
trams. In Peterborough this caused some
friction with tram workers.

PTUC kept the strikers occupied by
securing the use of sports pitches in
local public parks and organising strike
meetings and entertainment.
Peterborough’s engineering workers
were keen to join the strike, but the
action was called off by the TUC before
they were officially granted permission

2026 will be the centenary of the General Strike. How would
you like to see PTUC commemorate it?



PTUC: 1928 Celta Mill Strike

T Jirar ' J T T

In 1928 PTUC supported workers from the Celta Artificial Silk Mill in Fletton
who went on strike for 12 weeks in late 1928 over the suspension of a
colleague. The strike led by the Workers Union turned into one over trade
union recognition and led to a series of meetings where high-profile speakers
such as Ellen Wilkinson MP and Walter Citrine, General Secretary of the TUC,
attended from across the country. Matters of health and safety at the mill
were discussed in Parliament but the unions were not victorious and the strike
ended in the prosecution of 16 employees for breach of contract.

The artificial silk mill
opened in 1924. It was
run by a German
company, Kemil Limited
and many of the 1000
employees were women.
The mill was located
where Hotpoint is today
and closed down after
the 1929 Wall Street
Crash led to the Great

Some of those in the crowd at the mass meeting .Illut::lulatl;:ﬂ with ;Em silk factpry strike, in the Stanky Recreation DepreSSIOH




PTUC in the 1930s

1931
John Edward Swain was elected as PTUC President and stayed in post until
1947. He stepped down to take up the position of Mayor on Peterborough's
Municipal Council, where he was a Labour Councillor. Swain was involved in
many community initiatives and was acting chairman of Peterborough United
Football Club when it was formerly established in 1934.

1932
PTUC helped organise a public meeting against the implementation of the
Means Test for unemployment benefits. This was at the height of the Great
Depression when unemployment was at its worst in Britain; PTUC helped to
form the Mayor’s Unemployed Committee which put the unemployed to
work, making shoes.

1933
PTUC delegates visited the new Town Hall on Bridge Street and attended the
opening ceremony in October; as the threat of international fascism grew
delegates sent a motion to the Federation of Trade Unions warning of the
possible threat from Hitler after his appointment as Chancellor of Germany.
Closer to home, delegates supported the AEU's campaign for a 40 hour week.

1934
PTUC arranged for a special service to be held at Peterborough Cathedral for
victims of the Gresford Colliery disaster after an explosion and underground
fire killed 261 workers at the mine near Wrexham. PTUC also organised
collections and donations for the victims families.

1936
Men marching from Jarrow in the North East to London, stayed at the Barrass
Hall in Park Road and were assisted by PTUC delegates. A number of hunger
marches, and marches for jobs passed through Peterborough during the
1920s and 1930s. The first was a group from Tyneside in 1922.

1938
Former PTUC delegate Harold Laws (AEU) was killed in fighting as part of the
International Brigades in the Spanish Civil War.
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PTUC: International Causes

PTUC delegates have always been keen
supporters of international issues, highlighting
the causes of trade unions in places such as
South America and Palestine.

During the run-up to the Second World War,
delegates supported trade unionists in
Republican Spain after General Franco’s right-
wing coup led to conflict between 1936 and
1939. PTUC delegates raised money for
refugees through the AID Spain initiative and
several people with Peterborough connections
went to assist the Republicans in Spain,
including former PTUC delegate, Harold Laws.

2 LETTERS FROM SPAIN.

During his stay at Peterborough he
lodged with Mrs. E. A. Gamer, of 2, Rock-
road. and became L friends with the

He went on 10 say that he was anxious
to get back to the front line,

Another letter from hospital spoke of
: | the amazing couniry. *“IL appears to be
bang up namﬂ the sky.” he wrote. *“It

(L |

are usually immersed in clouds.”

On February 17th—the day that died
—Mrs. Barber received a letter dated
| January 5th. “We have had a hard time

lately.” he said, “buir T have enjoyed it.
This is a wonderful army and the morale
Boeiian Drise v thoy et

an t
half Europe.”

The Harry Laws Cup, mentioned in the above
article published in the Peterborough
Standard, 25 March 1938, is still awarded
annually by the Fenland Clarion Club to the 50
mile champion.




PTUC in the 1940s

1941
Delegates sent financial support given to Peterborough Famine Relief Fund,
during the Second World War, PTUC delegates sat on the Municipal Council's
war committee again.

1943
John Benstead appointed as General Secretary of the National Union of
Railwaymen (NUR).

1944
Vic Feather (TUC Organising Department) spoke at a trades council meeting
on the 'TUC in Wartime.' Krishna Menon of the Indian Independence
Movement booked to visit Peterborough on behalf of Indian Famine Relief.
PTUC name changed to Peterborough and District Trades Council.

1945
Focus on education with a proposal to form a Joint Education Board, visits of
education and discussions on education and future prospects in
Peterborough.

1947
Trades Council delegates visited Sibson Colliery at Coalville, Leicestershire,
following the nationalisation of the coal industry in 1947.

1948
PTUC contacted the Ministry of Health to ask 'why can't we have a larger
hospital?' There was a focus on after the passing of the National Health
Service (NHS) Act 1948, after which delegates were elected to local
committees administering NHS services.

1949
PTUC campaigned for improvements to council housing and celebrated a
Golden Jubilee by holding an anniversary dinner attended by Sir Vincent
Tewson, General Secretary of the TUC.




PTUC in the 1950s

1950
E F Grunow elected 18th PTUC secretary; delegate G A Smith became Mayor
of Peterborough in 1958. Took part in campaigns for better bus service.

1951
Trades council had question asked in Parliament on local building contractor’s
payments; contractor withdrew application for payment. Campaigned to
remove ‘penny tax’ on public toilets.

1952
Supported workers in dispute with printing firm D C Thomson. Meeting
organised with Harold Wilson (Labour Party) as speaker. Unity Theatre
performed in the city, still going today as the Banner Theatre.

1953
Grunow selected to tour the USA as part of the TUC’s team to report on how
factories improved productivity there. PTUC delegates Smith, Hughes and
Grunow took part in the municipal council inquiry into proposed changes to
Ward boundaries.

1954
First trade union week took place. PTUC campaigned successfully for a
telephone kiosk to be installed on Queen’s Road, Fletton. Five PTUC delegates
sat on their union’s National Executive Committees at this time.

1955
PTUC successfully campaigned for repairs of Moys End at the football ground.
Organised a meeting at Woodcock’s Cafe with BBC Listener Researcher;
PTUCs campaign for better television reception resulted in the opening of a
new station in Morborne in 1959.

1956
Successful campaign with the National Council of Civil Liberties (now Liberty)
to have woman wrongly admitted to a mental health institution released.
Campaigned successfully for a new post box for Dogsthorpe Estate and new
road signs in 1958. Secretary invited to the enthronement of the new Bishop
of Peterborough.




In 1957 Peterborough was twinned with Bourges, France. At the same time
PTUC made links with the equivalent trade union body in Bourges and they
communicated through tape recorded messages. The first message from
Bourges was translated and reprinted in the Diamond Jubilee Booklet in 1959.
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PTUC from the 1960s

From the end of the 1950s PTUC delegates were involved in anti-racism, actively
campaigning against the ‘colour bar’ and delegates joined the Executive
Committee of the Peterborough Community Relations Council (later known as
Peterborough Racial Equality Council or PREC), when it formed in March 1974.
Delegates took a practical interest in the development of Peterborough as a
New Town in the 1960s and 1970s and new employers moving into the city as
part of the project, such as the Passport Office, resulted in new trade union
activity. In the 1980s delegates raised money for the victims of the Battle of
Orgreave, and striking communities during the 1984/85 Miners Strike. These are
of course, just a few highlights of PTUCs activities during this period.
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“Hats off to the past,

Coats off to the future...”
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DISCOVER 125+ YEARS OF
PETERBOROUGH TRADES UNION COUNCIL

Exhibition at Peterborough Museum and Art Gallery,
7 January - 15 February 2025

Explore the rich history and contributions of Peterborough
Trades Union Council to the industrial, cultural and civic life
of Peterborough through this fascinating exhibition.

Opening hours at https://peterboroughmuseum.org.uk/
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